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Hydrocodone is a prescription opioid analgesic used to manage moderate to severe pain when
a healthcare provider determines that opioid therapy is appropriate. In the United States,
hydrocodone is classified as a Schedule Il controlled substance because it carries risks of
misuse, dependence, addiction, overdose, and life-threatening respiratory depression.

What Is Hydrocodone?

Hydrocodone works by binding to opioid receptors in the brain and spinal cord, reducing the
perception of pain. It is available in both immediate-release combination products and
extended-release formulations for carefully selected patients.

Hydrocodone should be taken only as prescribed by a licensed healthcare professional.

Common Available Strengths

The exact strength depends on the specific product prescribed.

Immediate-release combination products
Common hydrocodone strengths include:

Hydrocodone 2.5 mg
Hydrocodone 5 mg

Hydrocodone 7.5 mg
Hydrocodone 10 mg
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These products are often combined with acetaminophen in varying amounts.

Extended-release products
Some extended-release formulations are available in strengths such as:

10 mg
15 mg
20 mg
30 mg
40 mg
50 mg
60 mg
80 mg

Extended-release formulations are intended only for patients who require around-the-clock pain
management and should never be substituted for immediate-release products without medical
guidance.

When Is Hydrocodone Prescribed?

Healthcare providers may prescribe hydrocodone for:

e Severe acute pain following surgery
e Serious injury-related pain
e Certain chronic pain conditions when other treatments are not sufficient

Before prescribing hydrocodone, clinicians evaluate the patient's medical history, pain severity,
current medications, and risk factors for opioid-related complications.

Important Safety Information

Before taking hydrocodone, tell your healthcare provider if you:

Have asthma or other breathing disorders.

Have liver or kidney disease.

Are pregnant or breastfeeding.

Take benzodiazepines or other sedating medications.
Have a history of substance use disorder.

Take the medication exactly as prescribed. Never increase your dose without medical advice,
and never share your prescription with another person.



Possible Side Effects

Common side effects include:

Drowsiness
Dizziness
Constipation
Nausea
Vomiting

Seek emergency medical attention immediately if you experience slowed breathing, severe
allergic reactions, extreme drowsiness, or signs of overdose.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is hydrocodone a controlled substance?

Yes. In the United States, hydrocodone is classified as a Schedule Il controlled substance and
requires a valid prescription.

Can hydrocodone interact with other medications?

Yes. Hydrocodone may interact with alcohol, benzodiazepines, certain antidepressants, sleep
medications, and other drugs. Always inform your healthcare provider about everything you
take, including supplements.

How should hydrocodone be stored?

Store hydrocodone in its original container at room temperature, away from moisture and heat,
and keep it securely out of reach of children and anyone for whom it was not prescribed.

Final Thoughts

Hydrocodone can provide effective pain relief for appropriately selected patients, but it also
carries significant risks. The safest approach is to use it only under the guidance of a licensed
healthcare professional and obtain it through a licensed pharmacy in accordance with applicable
laws and regulations.
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