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[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction:
Called to order by Stacie Neal @1233

Intent of Call:
· The intent of this call is to provide our private sector partners with an update of actions Virginia is taking to mitigate and respond to the impacts of COVID-19 in Virginia. The flow of our agenda will include a situation update, followed by State Agency briefs, and a brief from DHS CISA.
· Finally, we will open the lines for questions so please hold those questions until the end and the operator will open the line. While we may not have answers for every question on the phone today, we are documenting all questions and will make every effort to provide responses to you through the Private Sector Portal or updates on our website.

Updates: 
· Mar 23: EO-53 Temporary Restrictions on Restaurants, Recreational, Entertainment, Gatherings, Non-essential Retail Businesses, and Closure of K-12 Schools Due to Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
· Mar 30: EO-55 Temporary Stay at Home Order Due to Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
· On April 2, President Trump signed the Federal Disaster Declaration for Virginia opening up additional resources for Virginia in this fight against COVID-19
· On April 6, the Governor adopted CDC recommendations encouraging all Virginians to wear a cloth face mask whenever out in public.
· April 13  EO 56 ordering that the primary elections scheduled for June 9, 2020, be held on June 23, 2020.
· Executive Order 57 was issued on April 17 with the intent of increasing the healthcare workforce by allowing out of state licensed healthcare practitioners to practice in Virginia hospitals, to allow out-of-state licensed clinical psychologists and counselors to practice in Virginia, and to allow interns, residents, and fellows with active temporary licenses to practice medicine in a hospital, this includes respiratory care program students.
· April 16 letter to Virginia’s Congressional Delegation that to request additional programs and funding to combat the public health emergency, address the economic fallout, and prepare for economic recovery.
· The Governor is holding Press Conferences on M, W, F at 2PM
· Confirmed cases: 9630
· Hospitalizations: 1581
· Fatalities: 324
· Local Declarations are 135/138
· EOCs open are 55

Agency Reports:

Department of Health: Dr. Julie Murphy
VDH and the Department of Health Professions is working with morticians and funeral directors to protect them while working with COVID-19 bodies. A webinar is being scheduled in the near future to answers questions and learn about any issues they are encountering to determine mitigation actions to reduce exposure. 

VDH has been working with the Poultry Federation and other poultry businesses on mitigation actions given recent illnesses in their workforce; VDH and VDACS will continue to monitor the impact to the industry.

The Commonwealth is looking at the next phase of reopening the economy, using data to inform the process. The health department is participating with the Governor’s Office of Commerce and Trade on a conference call to engage private industry about their ideas and recommendations for reopening.  This conversation will help to identify areas of concern as well. The Office of Environmental Health Services has also been communicating with the Virginia Restaurant, Travel, and Lodging Association in a forum to hear their thoughts about reopening.

Department of Agriculture: Bill Scruggs
USDA announced their coronavirus food assistance program last Friday.  This includes $19M  to assist farmers and ranchers in maintaining integrity of the food supply chain; $16M to directly assist farmers and ranchers for losses; $100M fruits and vegetables; $100M to dairy; $100M to meat products; and $3M to packaging of food products for food banks. VDACS food distribution is working with the USDA and food banks to make food available where supply is low and demand is high.

Meat and poultry processing in Virginia – so far not impacted like other states; all plants are running but may not be as efficient due to social distancing and enhanced sanitation; many are requesting assistance from the state for health and safety, and PPE.  They have specifically requested rapid testing ability.

Specific produce in Virginia: green beans, squash, and cabbage and tomatoes on upswing in pricing; potatoes are overstocked due to massive decrease in French fry industry.

A reminder to stay away from farms because most are shutdown to the public in order to protect the farm products and workers.  Many farmers markets are setting up delivery and pickup. 

VA Fusion Center: Andrew Dunnick
An intel product was issued about a thwarted vehicle-borne improvised explosive device (VBIED) attack on a hospital in the NE United States. ISIS is exploiting COVID-19 to encourage attacks on health systems and the power grid though no credible threats have been identified in Virginia.

The FBI issued a private sector liaison report warning about fraudulent 3M PPE that are not made by 3M and are not approved by NIOSH. Please be careful and ensure that products you are considering for procurement meet all the necessary FDA, OSHA, and NIOSH regulations.

Cyber threats continue to increase amidst COVID-19.  Phishing scams using email with hyperlinks can include malware that is copied to a computer when selected. The Virginia Fusion Center is finalizing a product that summarizes these threats, providing indicators and mitigation actions. 

If you have any questions you can contact vfc@vfc.vsp.virginia.gov 

VDEM: Stacie Neal
We are still at full activation and still largely virtual. We are operating 24/7.  Acquisition of PPE for our first responders, healthcare workers, and other essential government agencies is the highest priority. VDEM are planning for medical surge capabilities, in conjunction with the governors long term care task force; Dr. Forlano is leading. We are working with state and local facilities to make sure we have the proper medical surge capacity for jails and state prisons should the need arise. 
Private Sector
· There is now a private sector website: https://vdem-private.virginiainteractive.org/private-sector/
·  Setup as a landing page for the private sector to access business related information regarding Virginia’s response to COVID-19.
· Password provided once you are registered on the Private Sector Portal at https://bit.ly/VaPrivateSector.
· You are able to access previous call summaries, and the number and pin for our weekly calls on the website.
· Governors testing work group led by Dr. Karen Remley is working to enhance testing in the State.
· The economic crisis workforce is establishing a private sector workgroup to vet recommendations and receive information, with the intention of putting out guidelines before the reopening date of May 8. If organizations have specific guidance or recommendations, please send to commerce.trade@governor.virginia.gov. 
· There is a survey that businesses can use to give offers of help (Virginia.gov/covid19supplies);
· Please only have one person submit the entry to streamline the process
· Please also consolidate the offers into one entry
Questions:
Matt: have there been any more discussions about having blood testing for antibodies, as a return to work? A: There have been a few tests approved for emergency testing, but we still need more information on what the test results actually tell us and need to be able to provide guidance to the private sector on how to interpret those results. 

Scott: is there a particular point of contact that we should reach out to, to give PPE? A: If you have reached out, but have not had any follow up, please email the private sector email, with the tag “Attention Stacie”

Hobey: Is testing being ramped up? A: yes, the governor is ramping up testing in an effort to begin opening the economy

Scott: is there a preference on what type of testing kit? A: Fill out the survey and submit the type of test kits that you are offering, and the information will be reviewed.  Please include the type and model of test kit, whether or not it is FDA or FDA EUA approved, and specifications sheet
Reminders -- this information is included in all messaging sent from the Private Sector
Portal
· NEW! Private Sector Website: https://vdem-private.virginiainteractive.org/private-sector/
· To receive regular updates from Virginia, please register for the Virginia Private Sector Portal at https://bit.ly/VaPrivateSector
· Private Sector Survey for issues, unmet needs, and offers at http://virginia.gov/covid19supplies
· For questions that cannot be addressed through the Survey or issues accessing the Portal or Survey, please email private.sector@vdem.virginia.gov
· For questions about essential services, please direct your inquiry to commerce.trade@governor.virginia.gov
· For updates and guidance on COVID-19, please visit http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/
· For non-clinical information, waivers, and situational updates, please visit https://www.vaemergency.gov/coronavirus
Call frequency -- weekly
· Next call Wednesday, April 29, 2020 
Adjourned: 1329
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