New or Revised CDC Guidance or Materials and other federal updates  

1. CMS guidance for LTCF (4/2) 

1. FDA Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update (4/3): FDA Coordinates National Effort to Develop Blood-Related Therapies for COVID-19. The FDA has led an effort, working collaboratively with our industry, academic, and government partners to develop and implement a protocol that will provide convalescent plasma to patients in need across the country who may not have access to institutions with clinical trials in place. In this partnership, the Mayo Clinic will serve as the lead institution for the program and the American Red Cross will help collect plasma and distribute it for use in patients across the country.
0. Per 4/1 news report, Mayo Clinic expects COVID-19 antibody test to be ready today (4/6).

1. NCHS Final Guidance and Provisional Death Counts [Link]. On April 2, CDC’s National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) announced the release of guidance on certifying deaths due to COVID-19, as well as information on release of preliminary counts of deaths. More information is available on the NCHS website here.

1. New CDC Supplemental Guidance For Child Care Programs That Remain Open [Link] CDC has released new supplemental guidance for child care programs that remain open. This information is intended for child care programs that remain open and should be used in conjunction with CDC’s guidance for administrators of child care programs and K-12 schools.

1. CDC COVID-19 Data for April – U.S. County-by-County Maps[Link]. Note from CDC to CSTE State Epidemiologists: These data from CDC are part of a pilot project for assisting state or local health departments to make decisions on approaches to community mitigation. We recognize that you might already have more timely data that are being used to understand community transmission and how to reduce morbidity, mortality, and strain on healthcare systems. CDC welcomes feedback on the types of data and data analyses that are useful for making decisions in your state or local context. We would welcome an ongoing dialogue on using public health data for decision making on community mitigation. For questions and/or feedback, please contact CDC IMS 2019 NCOV Response CITF Strategic Development and LNO ateocevent293@cdc.gov. Follow the link to securely download CDC U.S. county-by-county data maps[Link]

1. No More Commercial Transportation for Cruise Ship Travelers Arriving at U.S. Ports During COVID-19 Pandemic -- April 4, 2020. Cruise line companies must get asymptomatic and mildly symptomatic cruise ship travelers directly to their homes via chartered or private transportation during the COVID-19 pandemic. Commercial flights and public transportation may no longer be used (see Epi-X).

1. New Recommendation Regarding the Use of Cloth Face Coverings, Especially in Areas of Significant Community-Based Transmission
1. New COVIDView: A weekly surveillance summary of U.S. COVID-19 Activity
1. New Provisional Death Counts for COVID-19 and Pneumonia
1. New COVID-Net Laboratory-Confirmed COVID-19-Associated Hospitalizations
1. New Considerations for Pharmacies During the COVID-19 Pandemic
1. New Infection Control Landing Page
1. New What Airport Custodial Staff Need to Know About COVID-19
1. Updated Frequently Asked Questions
1. Updated Caring for Children
1. Updated Travel: Frequently Asked Questions and Answers
1. Updated What to Do if You Are Sick
1. Updated Pregnancy and Breastfeeding FAQs
1. Updated CDC’s Role in Helping Cruise Ship Travelers During the COVID-19 Pandemic
1. Updated Caring for Someone at Home
1. Updated Older Adults
1. Updated Animals and Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)
1. Updated Water Transmission and COVID-19 FAQs
1. New What Airport Custodial Staff Need to Know About COVID-19
1. Updated Cases in U.S.

New or Updated DCM Documents or Other VDH Updates  
1. (new) FAQs for Observing Religious Holidays (posted under Schools, Workplaces and Communication Locations; developed by JIC/Communication team)
1. (new) VDH clinician letter going out this morning. 
1. (revised guidance) After consultation with VHHA, VDH is revising recommendations for HCP who have been assessed as having a medium- or high-risk exposure. If staffing options have been exhausted and in consultation with the occupational health program, exposed, asymptomatic HCP can continue to work with the following restrictions: HCP wears a facemask, takes temperature and confirms asymptomatic prior to start of workday for 14 days after last exposure. If a facemask is unavailable, then the HCP should be excluded from work for 14 days after last exposure (per CDC recommendations for medium- and high-risk HCP). The VDH COVID-19 Healthcare Personnel Risk Assessment Tool and the VDH infographic When to End Home Isolation and Quarantine on the external site and DCM have been updated to reflect this change (see below).
1. DCM
F. Risk Assessment
   3. Risk Assessment Tools
        a. VDH Guidance for LHD for Assessment and Monitoring of Healthcare Personnel (HCP) with Potential Exposure in a Healthcare Setting  (updated - link to revised HCP risk assessment tool)
        b. VDH Healthcare Personnel Risk Assessment Tool for Exposures in Healthcare Settings  (updated - main changes involve recommendations on pages 7-9)
   
 6. Outbreaks
Group/Congregate Residential Program Settings
        a. Guidance for Group/Congregate Residential Program Settings (new)

8. Other Resources
        d. Release from Home Isolation and Quarantine for Cases and Contacts, including HCP  (updated infographic and main changes were to address updated recommendations for HCP, described above)  
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