Nelson County Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes
December 15th, 2021
Present: Chair Mark Stapleton and Commissioners Chuck Amante, Mike Harman, Mary Kathryn Allen,
Ernie Reed and Phil Proulx
Staff Present: Emily Hjulstrom, Planner/Secretary - Absent: Dylan Bishop, Director
Call to Order: Chair Stapleton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P. M. in the General District
Courtroom, County Courthouse, Lovingston.

Review of the minutes November 17th, 2021

Mr. Harman made a motion to approve the November 17th minutes. Ms. Proulx seconded the motion.

Yes:
Mark Stapleton
Charles Amante
Mike Harman
Phil Proulx

Abstain:
Mary Kathryn Allen
Ernie Reed

Public Hearings
Rezoning #477 / SUP #478 – R-1 to A-1 w/ concurrent SUP for Office
Ms. Hjulstrom presented the following information:
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Chair Stapleton opened the public hearing at 7:04 PM.
Chair Stapleton closed the public hearing at 7:04 PM.

The Planning Commission then reviewed an electronically submitted public comment:
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Mr. Amante asked if this comment changed staff’s recommendation:
Ms. Hjulstrom explained that this approach is an alternative way of making them conforming. She added
that staff still recommends rezoning to A-1 with a Special Use Permit to avoid spot zoning and allowing
other commercial uses. Ms. Allen asked if the application would need to be resubmitted to pursue
rezoning to B-1. Ms. Hjulstrom noted that it would. Ms. Allen noted that in the future someone else
could buy the property and want to use it as a dwelling. Ms. Proulx explained that she doesn’t want to
introduce B-1 zoning to that area and that it would be hard to deny future rezonings to B-1 if they
already have a B-1 zoned parcel there.
Mr. Reed asked about the accessory building shown on the site plan and noted that it didn’t appear to
be the same size as the building that he physically saw on the property. He also asked what the building
was being used for. The owner, Harvey Mayorga of 9605 Critzer Shop Rd, explained that there had been
an old building there that had been torn down and a new smaller structure was put in and used for
storage. Mr. Amante asked what the shed was sitting on. Mr. Mayorga explained that the shed came
without a floor so they built a wood floor for it and that it didn’t have a foundation. The engineer, Greg
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Winkler, noted that he must have been using an old record when drawing up the site plan and that he
would update the site plan to reflect the new building before the Board of Supervisors meeting.

Mr. Harman made a motion to recommend approving Rezoning #477 R-1 to A-1/Special Use Permit
#478 Office with the site plan amended to reflect the current layout and with VDOT approval of the
entrance. Ms. Allen seconded the motion.
Yes:
Mark Stapleton
Charles Amante
Mike Harman
Phil Proulx
Mary Kathryn Allen
Ernie Reed

Rezoning #479 / SUP #480 – R-1 to A-1 w/ concurrent SUP for Restaurant
Ms. Hjulstrom presented the following information:
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Mr. George Hodson is the Chief Executive Officer at Veritas and lives at 5651 Upland Dr in Crozet. He
explained that they are already a public waterworks and are ready and happy to accommodate that
requirement. He explained that they are a farm and that they have produced grapes since 1999. He
explained that they expect 10-15% growth in traffic and would like the ability to have all their food
prepped there as opposed to the main kitchen.
Chair Stapleton opened the public hearing at 7:21 PM.
Chair Stapleton closed the public hearing at 7:21 PM.
Ms. Proulx noted that she did not see any problem with the application.
Mr. Amante made a motion to recommend approval of Rezoning #479 R-1/A-1 to A-1 / SUP #480
Restaurant. Ms. Allen seconded the motion.
Yes:
Mark Stapleton
Charles Amante
Mike Harman
Phil Proulx
Mary Kathryn Allen
Ernie Reed
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Other Business:
Ms. Allen made a motion to approve the 2022 schedule with the change of the December Planning
Commission meeting being on December 28th as opposed to the 21st. Ms. Proulx seconded the
motion.

Yes:
Mark Stapleton
Charles Amante
Mike Harman
Phil Proulx
Mary Kathryn Allen

Abstain:
Ernie Reed

Board of Supervisors Report:
Mr. Reed noted that the Board of Supervisors approved Rezoning 454 unanimously. He added that they
also approved the awarding of the contract for the Comprehensive Plan to the Berkley Group.
He explained that they also had a work session prior to their regular meeting where they worked on
capital planning. He explained that this may or may not entail the purchasing of capital land and looking
at options for Planning and Zoning and their existing building. He added that currently there is some
discussion about the future location of the Health Department. He added that the county passed
approval of a plan to put the Health Department and the Department of Social Services on County land
on Callohill Dr. He noted that there is also the potential of the Health Department relocating to the
Heritage Center.
Ms. Allen asked where Social Services was located now. Ms. Hjulstrom noted that they were in the
trailers by the Lovingston Café. Ms. Allen asked who owned the building that the Health Department is
currently in. Mr. Reed noted that he believes that Blue Ridge Health Center owns it.
Mr. Reed noted that the Board also authorized money to do a possible consolidation of the grammar
schools. He explained that the money is in the budget but that they were waiting for the election to be
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over to release the funds for the study. Ms. Allen asked if this meant that all elementary school kids
would go to Tye River Elementary. Mr. Reed noted that there has been no input from the School Board
and that he did not vote in favor of it but it passed. Mr. Amante asked if the other school had bad walls
and roof. Mr. Reed noted that it was the high school that had some structural issues. Ms. Allen noted
that they still don’t have lights on the softball or baseball fields at the high school. Mr. Reed noted that
lighting for the fields was part of one of the proposals.

Ms. Proulx made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:31 PM. Mr. Amante seconded the motion.
Yes:
Mark Stapleton
Charles Amante
Mike Harman
Phil Proulx
Ernie Reed
Mary Kathryn Allen

Respectfully submitted,

Emily Hjulstrom
Planner/Secretary, Planning & Zoning
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