[bookmark: _GoBack]
	From the Office of Equity and Community Engagement at the VDOE 



	[bookmark: gd_top]



		
					Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.












					[image: EdEquityVA Newsletter, Maximizing the Potential of All Students, Office of Equity and Community Engagement]















				March 27, 2020
 Special COVID-19 Edition












				[image: nw]












				From the State Superintendent 
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				“As school divisions review our guidance and plot a course forward that best fits their unique circumstances, they should make sure that every decision is equitable and meets the needs of all learners, including early learners, English learners and students with disabilities,” Lane said. “As this situation evolves, the Virginia Department of Education is committed to providing school divisions with technical support and guidance as new issues and questions arise during this unprecedented challenge.”
On Monday March 23, Governor Ralph Northam extended his order that all public and private K-12 schools in Virginia close in response to the continued spread of COVID-19 for the remainder of the school year. 
 
Please bookmark our COVID-19 & Virginia Public Schools webpage for the most recent guidance issued by VDOE.
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				For Parents, Families and Caregivers
The VDOE has created a COVID-19 Parent Guide for School Aged Children and developed a comprehensive COVID-19 Resource List for parents, families and caregivers.
Child Care for Essential Personnel
Child care for essential personnel is currently permitted under the Governor’s order. Additional information can be found on the Child Care Aware website. Families can also call 866-KIDS-TLC (866-543-7852). The Department of Social Services (VDSS) and the VDOE are working closely together in this effort to support critical members of the workforce and provide safe child care alternatives for their families.  Additional information is available in our Joint Guidance for Emergency Child Care during Statewide School Closure. 
Nutrition Services
The VDOE has been awarded a waiver from the USDA to approve waivers to allow school divisions to provide meals in non-congregate settings due to COVID-19. Parents and families can find sites approved for meal service on the School Meal Finder website (this information is continually updated). Families can also text “food” or “comida” to 877-877 to learn more about food options near them.
Online Learning
1. WHRO is offering students, teachers, parents and administrators access to twenty-five high school online courses for free during the COVID19 pandemic.
1. #GoOpenVA is Virginia's home for Open Educational Resources. It's a growing community of educators and education partners working together to help teachers personalize learning and address the learning goals of the Profile of a Virginia Graduate. Refer to the Quick Guide to Open Educational Resources (OER) to learn more. 
1. Visit #GoOpenVA:COVID-19 Extended Closing Resources for materials provided by Virginia school divisions to support educational activities when schools are closed.
1. The VDOE’s Training and Technical Assistance Centers (TTAC) can also serve as a high quality resource for additional support and options for the use of virtual platforms for students with disabilities. 
1. Ensuring Equity in Online Learning - Considerations in Response to COVID-19's Impact on Schooling (IDRA)
1. Best Practices for Online Instruction in the Wake of COVID-19 (IDRA)
1. Confronting the Coronavirus Outbreak - An ongoing series about how schools and families can respond to change and disruption, build resilience, and help young people learn and thrive at home (Harvard Graduate School of Education)
1. AFT Learning at Home Resources – (The American Federation of Teachers) Share my Lesson website offers a repository of learning-at-home resources for teachers and parents, including mental health and social emotional learning resources.    
Students Experiencing Homelessness
1. Questions related to the education of students in foster care and students experiencing homelessness should be directed to Project HOPE-Virginia at homlss@wm.edu.
1. COVID-19 and Homelessness: Strategies for Schools, Early Learning Programs, and Higher Education Institutions (School House Connection)
1. Webinar/Virtual Conversation: Questions, Strategies, Information to share the latest about the federal and local responses to COVID-19 and children, youth and families experiencing homelessness (School House Connection)
EL and Immigrant Students 
1. School Responses to COVID-19: ELL/Immigrant Considerations
1. Online Learning Webinar for ELs: Strategy and Resource Share (part of VDOE’s EL Instruction Monthly Webinar Series) April 6, 2020 at 3:30pm
1. What School Closures Could Mean for English Learners
Students with Disabilities
The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) is working to ensure additional guidance from the U. S. Department of Education (USED) is available to local school divisions. VDOE has issued guidance through our Superintendent's Memo Addressing the Risk of COVID-19 in Preschool, Elementary and Secondary Schools While Serving Children with Disabilities.
Additional guidance and resource documents are listed below:
1. U. S. Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights Coronavirus Statement (March 4, 2020)
1. U. S. Department of Education Questions and Answers on Providing Services to Children with Disabilities During the Coronavirus Disease 2019 Outbreak (March 12, 2020)
1. U. S. Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights Short Webinar on Online Education and Website Accessibility (March 16, 2020)
1. U. S. Department of Education, Fact Sheet on Addressing the Risk of COVID-19 in Schools While Protecting the Civil Rights of Students (March, 16, 2020)
Combating Bullying and Racism
1. Speaking Up Against Racism Around the New Coronavirus (Teaching Tolerance)
1. Student Perspective: Coronavirus Racism Infected My High School (The New York Times)












				For Parents, Families and Caregivers
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Families are adapting to the evolving changes in daily life caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and adjusting to a new normal. None of this easy, and we hope that the following resources will help support families.
1. Talking to Children about COVID-19 (National Association of School Psychologists)
1. Talking to Young Children about COVID-19 (Zero to Three)
1. Talking With Kids About Covid-19 Graphics Twitter/Facebook and Instagram (NAESP)
1. Social and Emotional Resources for Parents and Families (CASEL)
1. Tips for Parents While School’s Out (CDC)
1. Strategies for Coping with Stress and Anxiety (CDC)
1. Resources for Supporting Children's Emotional Well-being during the Covid-19 Pandemic
1. Regional Food Banks (Federation of Virginia Food Banks) 
1. Free or Reduced Cost Services (Social Care Network)












				REMINDER: Now Accepting Nominations for the Mary Peake Award for Excellence in Education Equity 
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				The Virginia Department of Education has launched a statewide award that will recognize individuals and organizations making significant contributions to advancing educational equity. Nominations for The Mary Peake Award for Excellence in Education Equity are now being accepted. Please consider nominating an educator, policy maker, education advocacy group, or stakeholder organization whose service and leadership is impacting equity outcomes in the state. 
All nomination materials must be submitted online by
May 1, 2020 by 5:00 PM EST.
For more information about the nomination process and selection criteria, visit the Virginia is for Learners website.
For direct access to the nomination form, click here.












				Stay Connected












				To stay updated, check out the Virginia is for Learners website at http://www.virginiaisforlearners.virginia.gov/. 
Follow VDOE on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter @VDOE_News & @VAis4Learners. Search #EdEquityVA for the latest from the field!
Tell your colleagues to subscribe to the #EdEquityVA Newsletter. 
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Dear Equity Community,

The Office of Equity and Community Engagement remains committed to sharing
vital resources and guidance during this time of unprecedented school closures
due to the novel Coronavirus (COVID-19). During times like these, it is especially
important that we lean into the communities we have established for support and
resources.

We recognize that many educators, schools, and school leaders are navigating
uncharted territory. As local school divisions begin to explore options for virtual or
online instruction, and other instructional delivery methods, we urge careful
consideration of providing equitable access and support for a variety of student
learning needs. We must take care not to exacerbate existing gaps in student
achievement throughout this period of school closure. The VDOE remains
committed to supporting you in these efforts.

Thank you for all that you are doing to support Virginia students and families
during this difficult time. | hope you find the information below helpful. If our office
can be of support to you, please do not hesitate to reach out. You may send any
equity related questions or concerns to our office directly by email

at EdEquityVA@doe.virginia.gov.

Take good care,

Mo

Leah D. Walker
Director, Office of Equity and Community Engagement

VIRGINIA j
V5. @eqyly

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT WF EDUCATION VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT WF EDUCATION




image3.jpeg




