
August 7, 2023 
 
To: Board of Supervisors 
From: C. McGarry 
Re: Report for August 8, 2023 Board Meeting 
 

A. Comprehensive Plan:  The project website is www.Nelson2042.com.  There will be a Public Open House on the 
latest full draft plan on August 29th at 6:30pm – 9pm at the Nelson Center in Lovingston.  
 

B. Line of Duty Act Resolutions & Legislative Initiatives: After the Board’s adoption of Resolution R2023-45 
honoring Officer Wagner and requesting General Assembly action to amend the Line of Duty Act to include private 
police departments, the County requested similar action be taken by Board’s across the State. Currently, we are 
aware that the same or similar resolution has been adopted by: Amherst, Augusta, Campbell, Greene, Madison, and 
Montgomery County, with more indicating theirs will take it up in the near future. Senator Creigh Deed’s office 
has indicated his support and VML and VACo will consider including this in their legislative programs.  
 

C. Findlay Gap Road Repairs: In follow up to directives from the last meeting; Jerry West, Supervisor Reed, and 
VDOT staff met on sight at Findlay Gap Road to look at creek crossings that affect public access to the Sturt Park 
property. VDOT has indicated they will make immediate surface and ford repairs to the road using undesignated 
tele-fees in the Secondary Six Year Plan that are available. In the coming year, the Board can consider adding 
Findlay Gap Road to the Rural Rustic priority list for paving. 
 

D. Virginia Outdoors Foundation PTF Grant – Sturt Park: County staff met with Supervisor Reed, Bill Perry of 
VDOF, Susan McSwain of the Master Naturalists, Grace Monger of VDOE, and William Rose, property caretaker 
to discuss ways to improve the County’s second grant application for these funds. The meeting was very productive 
and an enhanced application will be submitted by the Monday August 7th deadline. Thank you to Jerry West for his 
diligence on this grant application. 
 

E. Courthouse Complex Trees Evaluation: Staff has received several evaluations and recommendations from tree 
specialists (arborists) and Bill Perry of VDOF concerning the large pin oak at the right-hand corner of the entrance 
road and the sugar maple on the opposite side (left-hand) of the entrance road. All recommended their removal due 
to their declining health and risk to the public and surroundings (see attached).  Board advisement on the desire for 
any further investigation or information on this subject is requested prior to formal consideration. The three cost 
proposals received for this work to date range from $17,110 - $20,000.  
 

F. Piney River Solar, LLC Special Exception 2023-369 – Amherst County: Amherst County will hold a public 
hearing on a special exception request for a revised utility scale solar energy system by Piney River Solar, LLC 
located at 2508 Patrick Henry Highway on tax map parcel 40-A-64 at 7pm, Thursday, August 17th in the Amherst 
County Administration Building.  
 

G. Gladstone Solid Waste Collection Site: In follow up to concerns expressed at the last meeting, staff will be 
working on ways to keep this site in better condition; inclusive of determining the best regular day(s) of the week 
to clean up the site; possible improvements to site visibility, and other ways to reduce illegal dumping.  
 

H. DSS Building/Calohill Site: PMA has provided the final geotechnical report from Timmons which confirms the 
site conditions that were presented to the Board. Staff and PMA are working towards finalization of space needs 
and PMA is drafting a proposal for the Board’s authorization to proceed into the conceptual/preliminary and 
schematic design phase of the project. Estimates will be able to be further nailed down during this phase. Mr. 
Burdette is checking with the State DSS to see if they can provide any increase in the reimbursement amount for 
the new facility. Staff is working with Davenport on timing of a future financing and proposing consideration of a 
reimbursement resolution at the same time the design phase is authorized.  An update of the Debt Capacity analysis 
will be forthcoming once some project costs are more solid and FY23 end of year financial status is analyzed. 
 

I. Shipman Historic District: The Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) will be issuing a request for 
quotes for selective survey and preliminary information form work on August 14th. The contractor is expected to 
initiate the project by November, reach 75% completion by February, and 100% completion by the end of March. 

http://www.nelson2042.com/


 
J. Building Official: Its official, Jeremy Marrs has obtained his Building Official certification. Congratulations to 

Jeremy! 
 

K. Staff Reports:  Department and office reports for May have been provided.  
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