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Objectives
1. PUBLIC HEALTH SURVEILLANCE: Current Surveillance (identify cases) of COVID - 19, to 

include the development of tracking tools and dashboards of Virginia.

2. CONTAINMENT: Identifying cases early and isolating them; conduct contact tracing and 

quarantine them.

3. COMMUNITY MITIGATION: Implement social distancing strategies to prevent spread.

4. COORDINATE HEALTHCARE SERVICES.

5. COMMUNICATIONS: Communicate to the public, business community, and state employees in 

a transparent and consistent means across state government.

6. PLANNING: Review, assess, and develop contingency plans for

a) Medical Supplies and PPE

b) Medical Surge

c) Telework

d) Trigger points for (A) public health emergency requiring quarantine or isolation; (B) state 

emergency declaration; and (C) limitations on mass gatherings, schools, and/or 

transportation.

e) COOP & COG

7. TRAINING, EDUCATION and EXERCISE: Identify and provide training, education and exercise 

materials to state employees and response partners.

8. POLICY GUIDANCE: Provide consistent policy guidance across state government.

9. COSTS: Track financial costs for COVID – 19

10. WORKFORCE HEALTH and SAFETY: establish appropriate measures for the safety and 

wellness of state workforce.



COVID-19 Organizational Chart



ESF-8 Public Health & Medical Updates

• Governor Northam today announced additional details of a statewide effort in collaboration 

with the Virginia Department of Health’s Virginia Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) to recruit 

medical and non-medical volunteers in the fight against COVID-19.

• Governor Northam today announced that he will extend Executive Order Fifty-Three for two 

weeks, through Friday, May 8, 2020. Executive Order Fifty-Three originally signed on March 

24, bans crowds of more than 10 people; closes recreation, entertainment, and personal 

care businesses; and limits restaurants to offering takeout and delivery services only.

• CDC will host two Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity (COCA) calls this week:

• Guidance for Certifying Deaths Due to Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) on 

Thursday, April 16 from 2:00 – 3:00 pm

• COVID-19 in the United States: Insights from Healthcare Systems on Friday, April 17, 

from 2:00 – 3:00 pm.

Current level of community transmission in Virginia: Widespread

Number of Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) volunteers deployed on 4/15/20: 125

Number of visits made to the VDH COVID-19 website on 4/14/20: 473,430

Number of calls received by VDH (877-ASK-VDH3) and local health district call 

centers on 4/14/20:

320

For public health data, please visit the VDH COVID-19 Dashboard and Weekly COVID-19 Activity Report.



● The Virginia Department of Health 

(VDH) and the Virginia Hospital 

and Healthcare Association 

(VHHA) are distinctive 

organizations and there are 

differences in the data sets each 

use.

● VDH bases its hospitalization 

numbers on case investigations 

conducted by health department 

officials. VDH’s data captures 

Virginia residents with COVID-19 

who were hospitalized at the time 

of public health investigation and 

therefore may under-represent 

the total number because it does 

not capture patients hospitalized 

at some later point during their 

illness.

● VHHA’s data is based on figures 

supplied by hospitals and health 

systems across the 

Commonwealth and does not 

filter out non-Virginia residents or 

include confirmed cases in other 

care settings.



ESF-8 Public Health & Medical 

Informational Documents

New/updated VDH guidance/Materials:

• VDH Guidance for Use of a Point Prevalence Survey for COVID-19

• SARS-CoV-2 Testing Capabilities at Commercial and Private Labs

• VDH Interim Guidance for Implementing Safety Practices for Critical Infrastructure 

Workers (Non-Healthcare) During Widespread Community Transmission in Virginia

• Interim Guidance for Migrant Labor Camp Operators and Employees Regarding COVID-

19

• VDH Interim Guidance for Daily COVID-19 Screening of Employees and Visitors

New/updated Federal guidance:

• Interim Guidelines for Collecting, Handling, and Testing Clinical Specimens from Persons 

for Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)

• People Who are at Higher Risk

• Groups at Higher Risk for Severe Illness

• Information for Healthcare Professionals

• COVID-19 Travel Recommendations by Country

• Caring for someone at home

• Considerations for Pharmacies during the COVID-19 Pandemic

• Cleaning and Disinfection for Non-emergency Transport Vehicles
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COVID-19 Call Schedule


