Agriculture

The Rockfish Valley supports a thriving agribusiness and
agritourism economy, including numerous award-winning craft
breweries, cideries, wineries, and a distillery. The area is also
home to more traditional agricultural activities including orchards,
raising cattle, the production of forage, crops, nurseries, and e m . /
timber harvesting. The area’s agricultural industry and landscapes i : s #
help to define the authentic rural character that is such an , i B o
important part of the community. Working farmlands also benefit e ' P
the region by protecting open spaces and natural habitats, and A
providing recreation opportunities for hunting, fishing, and hiking. \
Most agricultural activities in the area are concentrated in the 0 I :
valley floors, where the flattest and most fertile agricultural land '
can be found. Further up slope, agricultural lands transition from
fields and pastures to orchards and vineyards, which benefit from
the rocky soil, cooler temperatures, and desirable solar aspect.

Facts and Figures

Public Survey Results:
What is the community saying about Ag?
Do you agree with the results of the survey?

Over 90% of respondants said

Access to local foods and success of

e Amount of land in agriculture: 8,243 acres (13%)
e Total value of agricultural products sold: $15,807,000 (Countywide)

local agricultural operations

local foods and local ag are

« Total value of livestock: $5,430,000 (Countywide) important.
e Cattle: $4,785,000 (Countywide) o
* Total value of crops: $10,377,000 (Countywide) | “More should be done to increase,
* Fruits, tree nuts and berries: $463,900 (Countywide) . O it s
¢ Timber Harvest Value: $2,845,360 Ranked 29" in the state a hisnen
(VDOF 2012) = I - [
=~ ]

"Maintaining working farm lands,
forests, and orchards in the Rockfish
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Valley is important to preserving the area’s

rural character.”

Sirongy agras

95% of respondants were
supportive of more agritourism.

Over 95% of respondants agreed
that working agricultural lands
are important to the area’s
character.




A r' It r The Rockfish Valley’s authentic agricultural heritage is an essential element of the area’s sense of place. Traditional agriculture and the
g |Gu u e growing agritourism industry are vitally important components in the local economy.
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The Soil Quality Index is a map produced by the This map uses the Virginia statewide land cover ' “ The forest economics model was developed by the
Department of Conservation and Recreation. The - _ ~ dataset to highlight different types of land cover o — Department of Conservation and Recreation and the
dataset combines several factors relating to soil — s (i.e. forest, pastures, and cropland) across the : Department of Forestry to highlight forest lands with
- quality for agricultural uses. These include prime 3 Commonwealth. This map highlights where economic value. The data classifies forest blocks into
agricultural soils, the threat of flooding, soil type, and Tyl agricultural land uses are occurring in the study five values ranging from high to low. Forest value was
terrain. The index scores range from 100 (optimal) to S ~———= area. Most of the agricultural land uses are located determined based on a combination of environmental
g O (unsuitable for agriculture). This map demonstrates a4 - Y in the valley bottoms in close proximity to areas of and access factors. The dataset can help guide land
=== that high-quality soils are primarily concentrated along EE L N & growth and development, which are represented as management and planning decisions by highlighting
_ streams and river bottoms. o a BN R & impervious surfaces. which areas of forest have a high economic value.
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Facts and Figures

Public Survey Planning:
What is the community saying about Planning?
Do you agree with the results of the survey?

Increased or continued growth in
development

“There should be a greater effort to
balance development and rural
preservation.”
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c 't Community needs should reflect the short—term and long-term goals of the local residents. To better understand a community’s current
Om m |.| nl y trends and issues, it is important to look at demographic data such as age, income, and employment.
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conomy

Facts and Figures

Commuting Destinations

Nelson Al Others Albemarle Charlottesville Augusta Waynesboro Amherst  Lynchburg Henrico  Fairfax ~ Richmond

Public Survey Results: what is the
community saying about the Economy?

Employment by Sector

Blue Collar Jobs

Energy Extraction

Ag., Forestry, Fishing and Hunting
Wholesale Trade

Utilities

Transportation and Warehousing
Construction

Retail Trade

Manufacturing

Accommodation and Food Svc.

Information

Educational Services

Management of Companies and Enterprises
Public Administration

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation

Finance and Insurance

Real Estate

Health Care and Social Assistance

Admin & Support, Waste Mgmt. & Remediation
Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services
Other Services (excluding Public Administration)

20%

25%

Do you agree with the results of the survey?

Access to employment opportunities in
Nelson County
Answered: 179 Skipped: 2
Critical
Somewhat
o 10 30¢

Unimportant

HNot sure

Economic vitality (job creation, growth,
etc.)

Answered: 178 Skipped: 3

30% 35% 40% 45% Critical

Somewhat -
unimportant
Unimportant .

Hot sure

Other (please
specify)

0%

Employment Numbers by Location
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Econom The Rockfish Valley is a vibrant, economically diverse area with numerous local family-owned businesses and successful entrepreneurs. The C$
y area supports a thriving agribusiness, agritourism, and resort tourism economy while maintaining its authentic rural character.

Labor Force Participation Utility Availability Value of Real Estate
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Natural Resources

Previous Plans & Existing Studies Land Cover Map
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Guide for Residents, Businesses,
Communities and Government

Public Survey Results:
What is the community saying about the Environment?

Facts and Figures
Do you agree with the results of the survey?

Clean water and watershed protection
(wells, fishing, swimming, agriculture)

Criieal
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Preserving mountain scenery and
scenic views

Criieal

~
Current Recommendations ]

Conserving environmental features
{wildlife habit. wetlands, etc.)




The Rockfish Valley’s exceptional natural setting is a key defining characteristic for locals and visitors. Protection of
Natu ral Resou rces the green infrastructure network - such as forested mountains, headwater streams, fertile river bottoms, groundwater
supplies, and wildlife habitat - is essential for protecting the area’s way of life.
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Transportation

The transportation network in the Rockfish Valley consists of
State-maintained rural routes and rural two-lane arterial highways.
The major corridors are Route 151 (which runs north-south)

and Route 6 (which runs east-west). Both routes are designated
Virginia Scenic Byways; and Route 151 is a designated bicycling
route. Route 151 is also the location of much of the area’s recent
commercial development and an growing number of special
events. Route 6 has experienced less growth, but has the most
heavy vehicle traffic in the study area, with 9% of vehicles on the
route being heavy vehicles (trucks, busses, tractor trailers).

Facts and Figures (vbor pata: 2012-2014)

e Total road miles: 224

¢ Total number of crashes (between 2012-2014): 302

¢ Most congested routes: Route 151 and |-64

e Number of crashes involving alcohol (between 2012-2014): 26
¢ Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT): 8,161

-
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Current Recommendations

Several studies have evaluated the transportation networks in the
Rockfish Valley and identified recommendations for improving
safety and reducing congestion. Recommendations from these
plans have been incorporated into the Regional Long Range
Transportation Plan (RLRP-2035). Most recently, the VDOT Route
151 Corridor Study (2013) identified strategies for improving
problematic intersections all along Route 151. Two such projects
in the corridor were recently awarded construction funds through
the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP).

2035 Rural Long Range Plan
Recommendations Map

Previous Plans & Existing Studies

Legend
. State Six Year Plan Projects (Smart Scale)

Albemarle

. 2035 Long Range Plan Projects

Public Survey Results:
What is the community saying about Transportation?
Do you agree with the results of the survey?

55% disagreed with the
e e statement that “Traffic is
not as big of a problem
as one would think.”
Approximately 28%
"""""" said they agree with that
: statement.

Alternative transportation options
(sidewalks, bike lanes, trails, etc.)

Approximately 50% said
alternative transportation
options in the Rockfish v
Valley are important. o] |
Approximately 23%
such options are

somewhat unimportant o s

or unimportant. R




Transportation networks are evaluated on their safety, access to the community, and ability to adequately carry traffic. The maps a

Transportatlon on this poster highlight the current traffic conditions, the percentage of traffic that is heavy vehicles (trucks), and crash hotspots.

Traffic Volumes Percent Truck Traffic Crash Hotspots
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- Crash hotspot mapping is a method used to
identify areas with clusters of crashes. Crash data
~ is reported to VDOT with location information,
- severity, and the type of incident. Crash data can be
roadway that is made up of heavy vehicles. Heavy mapped and analyzed using specialized software
vehicles include busses, box trucks, large farm : that identifies hotspots. This map illustrates crashes
B cquipment, semi-trailers and other combination axle = e from 2012-2014; darker colors indicate greater

"= vehicles. Currently, the highest truck traffic rate in : -~ crash numbers. Most hotspots are clustered around
the study area is on River Road (Route 6) at 9%. _- intersections along Routes 151, 6, and 29.

Percent truck traffic is derived from the same counts
as AADT, but sensors on the counting equipment
distinguish vehicles by weight. This data provides
information on the percentage of the traffic on a

| Annual average daily traffic (AADT) is a measure of
e traffic volume on a section of roadway. AADT data is
244 collected by VDOT for major roadways. VDOT collects
j the data using electronic counting equipment placed
in the roadway. Counts are normally done during
S8 the week (Tuesday-Thursday) to represent “normal”
= weekday traffic - and therefore data might not fully
= represent weekend traffic increases. Data in this map
shows current trends forecasted out to 2035.




