Rockfish Valley Area Plan Public Survey Summary

In an effort to engage and solicit responses from Nelsonians regarding their priorities, concerns, and
values for the future of the Rockfish Valley, Nelson County and TIJPDC staff developed a public survey.
Questions included in the survey fit into five broad categories, including: transportation, agriculture, natural
resources, community, and economy. Two primary types of question formats were used, which included
having respondents rate their level of agreement or disagreement with a posed statement, or rating the level of
importance or unimportance of a specific study focus. Prior to deployment of the survey, the format and draft
guestions were presented to the Ag-Working Group Advisory Committee for feedback. After incorporating
suggestions received from the committee, the final version of the survey was released to the public in late May
of 2016. The survey was available both online, via the Survey Monkey platform, and in print. Paper copies of
the survey were initially placed at the Rockfish Valley Community Center and the Nelson County Planning
Office. The survey was advertised on the project website, and a link to participate in the surveying efforts was
sent to the Nelson County email distribution list on two separate occasions.

At the time of the public open house meeting, held on June 28™, there were roughly 250 responses to
the survey, primarily on the online version. Initially scheduled to close on July 1%, it was recommended by
attendees of the open house to extend the closing date to July 15™, in hopes of receiving more responses.
Nelson County staff also distributed additional paper surveys throughout the community, in hopes of reaching a
more representative cross-section of the residents of Rockfish Valley. By extending the survey deadline and
the increased distribution of the paper survey, the final number of responses at the close of the surveying
period totaled 431. The map below displays the number of responses from each zip code in the study area,
with the 22958 and 22920 zip codes being the most heavily represented areas.
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Comments received from both the online and paper survey were compiled and were fed into a word
cloud generator. The word cloud serves a visual tool to represent recurring themes seen in the survey
responses, with the larger the word representing a higher number of occurrence in the comments section.
Development, businesses, traffic, and beauty showed a high level of recurrence. The top 10 recurring words
can be found in the table below.
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Top 10 Words:

NUMBER OF RECURRENCE

Development 69
Businesses 54
Traffic 44
Beauty 43
Rural 39
Store 37
Natural 23
Growth 23
Tourism 21
Local 20




Survey Question Results

How long have you lived in Nelson County?

Not a resident

10+ Years

7-10 Years

4-6 Years

20% 50% 60%

Do you own property in Nelson County?

10% pA 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%




How often do you travel through the Rockfish Valley?

Very rarely

Somewhat rarely

Somewhat frequently

Very frequently

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Protecting & preserving the rural character & unique
sense of place

Not sure

Unimportant
Somewhat unimportant
Neutral

Important

Critical

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%




Access to amenities & activities (parks, recreation, etc.)

Not sure

Unimportant

Somewhat unimportant

Neutral

Important

Critical

Access to reliable telecommunications & broadband
services

Not sure

Unimportant

Somewhat unimportant

Neutral

Important

Critical




Safe/reasonable levels of traffic & congestion on area
roads

Not sure
Unimportant
Somewhat unimportant

Neutral

Important

Critical

10% 20% 30% 40%

Access to employment opportunities in Nelson County

Not sure

Unimportant

Somewhat unimportant

Neutral

Important

Critical 15%

10% 15% 25% 30% 35%




Increased or continued development
Not sure
Unimportant

Somewhat unimportant

Important

Critical

Managed or reduced development

Not sure

Unimportant

Somewhat unimportant

Neutral

Important

Critical

5% 10% 15% 20% PAY 30% 35% 40% 45%




Alternative transportation options (sidewalks, bike
lanes, trails, etc.)

Not sure

Unimportant
Somewhat unimportant
Neutral

Important

Critical ‘ 14%

0% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

Alternative commuting options (bus, park & ride lot,
carpool, etc.)

Not sure
Unimportant
Somewhat unimportant

Neutral

Important

Critical 8%

10% 15% pA 25% 30%




Clean water & watershed protection (wells, fishing,
swimming, agriculture)

Not sure

Unimportant
Somewhat unimportant
Neutral

Important

Critical 81%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Clean air (air quality, level of visibility, etc.)
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Unimportant

Somewhat unimportant

Neutral

Important

Critical 83%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%




Preserving mountain scenery & scenic views
Not sure
Unimportant

Somewhat unimportant

Important

Critical 85%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Conserving environmental features (wildlife habitat,
forests, wetlands, etc.)

Not sure

Unimportant

Somewhat unimportant

Neutral

Important

Critical

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%




Dark lighting skies (minimal light pollution, maximum
night sky visibility)

Not sure
Unimportant
Somewhat unimportant

Neutral

Important

Critical

Economic vitality (job creation, growth, etc.)

Not sure

Unimportant

Somewhat unimportant

Neutral

Important

Critical 10%

5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%




Public infrastructure (roads, sewer,
telecommunications)

Not sure
Unimportant
Somewhat unimportant

Neutral

Important

Critical

Access to local foods & success of local agricultural
operations

Not sure

Unimportant

Somewhat unimportant

Neutral

Important

Critical




"Maintaining working farm lands, forests, & orchards in
the Rockfish Valley is important to preserving the area’s
rural character."
Strongly Disagree
Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Strongly agree

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

"There should be a greater effort to balance
development & rural preservation.”

Strongly Disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Strongly agree

45%

5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%




"Traffic is not as big of a problem as one would think."

Strongly Disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Strongly agree

15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

"More should be done to increase, expand, or promote
agritourism."

Strongly Disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Strongly agree 14%

5% 10% 15% pA 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%




"I feel positive about the future of Nelson County."

Strongly Disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Strongly agree

"Overall, tourism is more harmful to our community
than helpful.”

Strongly Disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Strongly agree 4%

5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%




Q28:

"The direction of change in Nelson County is postive."

Strongly Disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Strongly agree

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%




