Rockfish Valley Area Plan
Open House

June 28t 2016



An Introduction to the Plan

e What Is this Area Plan?

e \What Is the project background
and process?

e \What are the project components
and outcomes?



The Study Area

Quick Facts
» Study area size: 103 Square miles
 Population: 7,749

 Population Density: 32 persons
per square mile.

« Median Age: 51
« Major Roads: Rtes. 151, 6, & 664
 Major Industries:

Accommodations, services, &
agriculture, and tourism
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What Is the
Rockfish Valley
INEURED

(RVAP)?

What Is the RVAP
background &
process?

What are RVAP
components &
outcomes?
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=
Plan Topics

‘ Economy
1

‘ Natural Resources

@Tasporaion



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The planning effort has is divided into 5 broad topics that each cover an interrelated topics that help define aspects of the Rockfishes Unique community. These topics were also used to structure the public survey. Survey questions were designed to get a sense of the communities priorities and not as a scientific survey. Such a survey was beyond the scope of this project. 
Note survey closes: July 5th
Survey is just a snapshot of the community and a way to gather responses. It in addition to public meeting like this one and outreach to BOS, PC will be used to shape the community priorities and ultimately the outcome of the plan.


=
Who Is taking the Survey?

How long have you lived in Nelson
County?

7-10 years

Hot a resident I

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 0% 60% 70% 0% 90% 100%



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who is taking the survey. Long time residents, new arrivals and people with second homes or visitors.


Survey Responses 0} le Code
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
People have been responding from all over the study area and beyond. The vast majority of response have been from the 22958 zipcode, which is the most heavily populated area in the Valley.


Survey Themes
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Data Gathered

e Forest Value: DCR

o Soil Quality: DCR

 Lands in Agriculture: State GIS Data

o Agritourist Destinations: Nelson County

o Agricultural Statistics: VA Dept. of Ag & USDA



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Agriculture is a constant theme that we have been hearing about throughout our community engagement process. People have been telling us that Working lands are an important aspect of what makes the Rockfish Valley such a special place.


What is the community saying?

Access to local foods and success of
local agricultural operations

Hot sure

Other (please
specify)

Critical:47%
Important: 48%
Neutral: 3.4%
Somewhat
Unimportant: 1.6%



Presenter
Presentation Notes
 This survey question and response back up these findings with 95% of respondents saying that access to local foods and the success of local agricultural operations is either important or critical.


What is the community saying?

"Maintaining working farm lands,
forests, and orchards in the Rockfish
Valley is important to preserving the area's
rural character."

Strongly agree

Heutral

Dizagree

Stronghy
dizagree

o Strongly Agree: 71%
 Agree: 2/%

Neutral: 2%




Data Gathered

e Forest Value: DCR

o Soil Quality: DCR

« Median Age: U.S. Census

 Historic Resources: V-DHR

Community Demographics: U.S.

Census
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Community

What is the community saying?

Access to amenities and activities
(parks, trails, recreation, etc.)

Critical

Important = Crltl Cal :
 Important:
o « Neutral:

Somewhat

e Somewhat
Unimportant:
e Unimportant:

unimportant I




‘ Community

What is the community saying?

Access to reliable telecommunications
and broadband services

Critical

important e Critical:
e Important:

o « Neutral:
R « Somewhat

Unimportant:
 Unimportant:

Unimportant

Hot sure




‘ Economy

Data Gathered

« Median Age: U.S. Census

Historic Resources: VV-DHR

Community Demographics: U.S. Census

Soil Quality: DCR

Forest Value: DCR




@ Economy

What is the community saying?

Access to employment opportunities in
Nelson County

e Critical:
 Important:
 Neutral:
Heutra e Somewhat
somoun l Unimportant:
« Unimportant:
.  Not Sure:

Hot sure




@ Economy

What is the community saying?

Economic vitality (job creation, growth,
etc.)

Critical

e Critical:
p « Important:
Heutral ° Neutral

Unimportant:
 Unimportant:

Unimportant

e I * Somewhat
[]

Hot sure

specify)




‘ Natural Resources

Data Gathered
e Land Cover: VGIN
o Steep Slopes: TIPDC

e Streams and Wetlands: USFWS, FEMA,
DEQ

e Conservation Lands: DCR, Nelson County




‘ Natural Resources

What is the community saying?

Protecting and preserving the rural
character and unique sense of place

Critical

« Critical:
e Important:
Somewhat g N e u t r al :

unimportant

 Unimportant:

Unimportant

Hot sure

I don't know

Other (please
specify)




‘ Natural Resources

What is the community saying?

Conserving environmental features

(wildlife habitat, forests, wetlands, etc.)
Critical
Important

Heutral

Somew hat
unimportant

Unimportant

Hot sure

Other (please
specify)

Critical:
Important:
Neutral:
Somewhat
Unimportant:
Unimportant:




Data Gathered

 Long Range Projects: VDOT, TIPDC
e Traffic Volumes: VDOT
e Truck Traffic: VDOT

 Crash Hotspots: VDOT, TIPDC




What is the community saying?

Safe/reasonable levels of traffic and
congestion on area roads

Critical

e Critical: 56%
« Important: 40%
* Neutral: 4%

Somewhat
unimportant

Unimportant

HNot sure




What is the community saying?

"Traffic is not as big of a problem as
one would think."

Strongly agree

« Strongly Agree: 5%
e Agree: 23%
 Neutral: 15%
 Disagree: 38%

e Strongly Disagree:
Disagree 19%

Heutral

Stronghy
disagree




Next Steps

e Synthesizing data from today’s meeting
e Following up with key stakeholders

 Reviewing and analyzing final survey
results

 Conduct a SWOT (Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats)
analysis

* Present current data to Planning
Commission and Board of Supervisors

* Begin drafting final document



Natural Resources

@ Transportation

Community
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