
Page 1 of 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To: Chair and Members, Nelson County Planning Commission 

From: Tim Padalino | Director | Department of Planning & Zoning 

Date: May 21, 2014 

Subject: Proposed Zoning Amendments Referred to Planning Commission by Board of 
Supervisors (Resolution R2014-31 – Agricultural Operations) 

               

 

The Department of Planning & Zoning recently assisted Mr. Phillip D. Payne IV, County Attorney, 
on the development of several proposed amendments to the Nelson County Zoning Ordinance, 
Article 4, “Agricultural District (A-1).”  

These proposed amendments were initiated by the County Attorney and County Administrator 
primarily in response to two factors:  

1. Recently adopted provisions in the Code of Virginia that directly affect the ability of localities to 
regulate agricultural operations and agri-tourism uses and activities; and 

2. The absence of sufficient Zoning Ordinance provisions and/or regulations regarding existing 
and proposed agri-business and agri-tourism land uses and activities in Nelson County, which 
continue to proliferate and expand.   

These proposed amendments were introduced to the Board of Supervisors (BOS) at the May 13th 
meeting. The Board then resolved to refer these proposed amendments to the Planning 
Commission (PC) for the Commission’s review and eventual recommendations, in compliance with 
Code of Virginia §15.2-2285 (which requires the PC to conduct a public hearing and provide 
recommendations back to the BOS within 100 days of the first PC meeting after the Board has 
resolved to make the referral.) 

Please see the referral of Resolution R2014-31 (Agricultural Operations), dated May 13, 2014, as 
well as the attached proposed amendments for further detailed information.  Please note that the 
actual proposed amendments are embedded within a larger staff memo, which includes an 
informational overview of pertinent Code of Virginia definitions and laws (pp. 1-2); comments 
from the County Attorney (p. 3); and the actual proposed amendments (pp. 3-5). 

Thank you for your attention to this important referral; and please contact me with any questions 
you may have regarding these proposed amendments.   

  














