From: Susan A King (Services - 1) [mailto:susan.a.king@dom.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 20, 2015 11:17 AM
To: Steve Carter
Cc: Jaime Miller
Subject: RE: Nelson County - Atlantic Coast Pipeline Project (Inquiry)

Good afternoon,

My apologies for the delay in getting you this information regarding safety and the operation of the proposed ACP project. Our team is currently working on resource report 11, which will cover this topic.

The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) is a U.S Department of Transportation agency that is charged with enforcing regulations for the safe operation of natural gas pipelines. (The USDOT is mandated to provide for pipeline safety under Title 49, United States Code Chapter 601). 

Within the PHMSA, the Office of Pipeline Safety (OPS) administers the national regulatory program and develops safety regulations and other risk management procedures that promote safety in the design, construction, testing, operation, and maintenance of pipeline facilities. Those regulations also include emergency response plans.  Many of the regulations are written as performance standards that set the level of safety to be attained and allow the pipeline operator to use various technologies to achieve the required safety standard.  
 
The pipeline facilities associated with the Atlantic Coast Pipeline will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in accordance with, or to exceed, the USDOT Minimum Federal Safety Standards in Title 49,CFR Part 192.  These regulations, which are intended to protect the public and to prevent natural gas facility accidents and failures, include specifications for material selection and qualification; minimum design requirements; and protection of the pipeline from internal, external, and atmospheric corrosion.  
 
In addition, part 192 specifies safety standards for the design and operation of compressor stations and other aboveground facilities, such as valves and meter stations.  As I indicated before, the aboveground facilities constructed as part of the ACP will be designed, constructed, and operated to meet or exceed these standards.
 
It may be more helpful to you to be able to research the federal code for the requirements for the construction, operation, and maintenance of this proposed project, and I’ve included the link below. Specific requirements associated with pipeline operational and safety can be found in the following sections:
 
1. Subpart L – Operations (includes Emergency Plans)
1. Subpart M - Maintenance
1. Subpart N - Qualification of Pipeline Personnel
1. Subpart O - Gas Transmission Pipeline Integrity Management
 
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=00e75b30d77392babc8ced12aea7c536&rgn=div5&view=text&node=49:3.1.1.1.8&idno=49#_top
 
Please let me know if you have additional questions. The next round of resource reports will be released in early May, and I will make sure to send you the link once those are published. 
 
Susan

From: Steve Carter [mailto:SCarter@nelsoncounty.org] 
Sent: Thursday, April 02, 2015 9:29 AM
To: Susan A King (Services - 1)
Cc: Jaime Miller
Subject: Nelson County - Atlantic Coast Pipeline Project (Inquiry)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Susan, 

Good morning.  The County has received an informational request on how it will respond and with what resources should there be a safety issue with the proposed natural gas pipeline.

Our Emergency Services Coordinator is working on a response, including researching FERC or FHA regulations,  but I related to her that I would contact you to ask for input from Dominion, even if it is preliminary at present, on the measures that Dominion is required (to) and will have in place to address (any and all) safety issues in the operation of the proposed natural gas pipeline..  My thought is the regulatory process will require the ACP to have an emergency operations and response plan, that the pipeline’s design will include detection equipment that will be able to isolate the piping network in the event of a disruption, etc.

If you and/or Dominion staff can provide guidance on this, it would be very helpful in enabling County staff to respond to the inquiry that has been received.

Thanks,

Steve   

Stephen A. Carter
Nelson County Administrator
P. O. Box 336
84 Courthouse Square
Lovingston, VA  22949
Ph. (434) 263-7001
Fx. (434) 263-7004
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